Numerous spontaneous tumors of hamsters have been described by various investigators and summarized by Pour et al. [4, 5, 6, 7) . Chondrosarcoma which arises from bone or cartilage is rare in experimental animals and has been better described in humans [2) than in animals [1) . The only report of chondrosarcoma in a hamster was by Taylor [9) , who documented that the neoplasm arose from the humerus of a Syrian hamster and had been tansplanted successfully in 220 animals through passages over a period of 3.5 years. This report describes the morphological features of chondrosarcoma in a Chinese hamster.
Colony Background : A colony of approximately 300 to 500 Chinese hamsters been maintanined in a breeding facility at the Mitsubishi Kasei Life Science Institute.
The colony, which came from the National Institute of Genetics in 1973, has been maintained as a "limited random bred" colony for 6 to 8 generations. The animals are maintained under standard husbandry practics and are provided with a commercially available pellet diet (Oriental Yeast Co. Ltd.) and tap water ad libitum. Sterilized sawdust is used as bedding. The room is lighted for 14 hours daily and the animals are housed in groups of three to four per cage.
Gross pathology : A 1-month-old male Chinese hamster was killed with an overdose of anesthetic ether because of a large nodular growth (approximately 15 X 8>< 7 mm in size) on its left mandible (Figs. 1 & 2). The nodule was solid on palpation.
On dissection, the tumor appeared to have replaced the entire left mandible and extended from the left third molar to the incisor. Oral examination revealed a firm sessile growth arising from inside the left mandible, occupying most of the oral cavity, and compressing the tongue ventrally. The affected mandible was asymmetrically enlarged, firm and had a smooth surface. The right mandible appeared normal.
The cut chondroblastic type of osteosarcoma. Therefore, the histologic evidence seemed sufficient to qualify this neoplasm as chondrosarcoma. The spontaneous chondrosarcoma described here occurred in the mandible and falx cerebri of a very young animal. It seems to be an especially rare occurrence in an experimental animal, because tumors of this type usually involve bones of the pelvis, rib, femur, humerus, spine, and other long bones [3) . It is unclear whether these neoplastic lesions are multicentric or metastatic.
In agreement with Shimo-oku's opinion [8) , sporadic calcification in the cartilaginous portions of the tumor might be a result of metaplasia in well-differentiated chondrocytes. 
